
OCTOBER 29, 2020 • VOL. 2, NO. 26

IRVINE CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE  •  HAUNTED TV: A GUIDE TO STREAMING  •  2020 STATE PROPOSITIONS EXPLAINED



 |
  

O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 2

9,
 2

0
2

0
  

| 
 I

R
V

IN
E

W
E

E
K

LY
.C

O
M

    

2

WHEN CRISES ARISE, WE SHINE.  
WHERE OTHERS FAIL, WE SUCCEED.
Every business and industry has its own unique needs and challenges. At Enterprise Counsel 
Group, our goal is to understand your industry and serve your business needs completely, 
whether in the courtroom, boardroom, or across the negotiating table. We know what it 
means to go beyond the expected to help our clients achieve the extraordinary.

Our team of trial attorneys have over 60 years of combined experience representing 
businesses and entrepreneurs, both large and small, and with a strong track record of 
success. David A. Robinson and Anjuli B. Woods recently obtained a $106 million judgment 
for a client in a complex, Colorado business dispute.

Our corporate attorneys provide a full range of transaction services including entity 
formation and financing, mergers and acquisitions, regulatory compliance, and exit 
strategies. We combine big firm experience with highly personalized service, responsiveness, 
and the cost-effectiveness of a smaller firm.

(949) 833-8550 
www.ecg.law

3 Park Plaza, Suite 1400
Irvine, CA 92614-8537

ANJULI B. 
WOODS

DAVID A. 
ROBINSON

BENJAMIN P. 
PUGH

J. MICHAEL 
VAUGHN
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Senior Technical Lead 
sought by Flight Centre Travel 
Group (USA) Inc. in Irvine, CA. 
40hr/wk. Respnsbl for the 
dsgn, dvlpmnt & testing of 
new features (incld’g both 
mobile & server components). 
Imprv’g the architecture & 
dsgn of the infrastructure & 
sftwr platform. Contribute 
to the ongoing support & 
monitoring of the technlgy 
infrastructure. Lead the 
sftwr dvlpmnt & operational 
practices. Mng & mentor junior 
technlgy sftwr dvlprs in the 
trip tech team. Interface w/ 
external vendors & clients as 
needed. Work closely w/ the 
team to define the business 
reqrmnts for new projects. 
Bach's degree in Comp Sci or 

a rltd field or frgn equiv, & 5 
yrs of exp in a rltd position. 
Exp w/: Java 8 or higher; 
JS based web frameworks 
(e.g. React JS, Angular, etc); 
SQL (Postgres or MySQL), 
Linux, Git; leading a dvlpmnt 
team; Web API Design (XML & 
JSON payloads); app dsgn & 
architecture; cross browser/
Cross Device web dvlpmnt; 
web security best practices; 
& Amazon Web Services 
(CDN, S3, EC2, SQS, Availability 
zones, etc). Exp in: distributed 
& clustered envirnmnt 
(high availability, failover, 
replication, syncing); building 
& continuous deployment 
(Ant/Maven/Puppet or 
equiv); testing Exposure 
(functional, automated, load/
capacity & failover testing); 
Sacla or other functional 
programming language an 

asset; e-commerce platforms. 
Exp w/: exposure to React JS & 
React Mobile frameworks; Play 
Framework 2.x; & Performance 
tuning & optimization exp. 
Please reply w/ resume: Sue 
Ann Najdzin, Flight Centre 
Travel Group (USA). 5 Paragon 
Drive, Montvale, NJ 07645.

Market Research Analyst. 
Research market conditions 
and prepare reports. 
Bachelor's in Business, 
Economics or related. Ace 
Packaging Inc., 499 Nibus St. 
#E, Brea, CA 92821

Accountant. Analyze financial 
information and prepare 
financial reports. Bachelor's 
in Accounting, Business, or 
Economics. Ace Packaging 
Inc. 499 Nibus St. #E, Brea CA 
92821

EMPLOYMENT

TO ADVERTISE CONTACT US AT
PUBLISHER@IRVINEWEEKLY.COM
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OPINION

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM 
THE 2020 IRVINE CITY 
ELECTIONS

BY: IRVINE WEEKLY EDITORIAL BOARD

Irvine city elections are always eventful. There are 
often large numbers of diverse candidates, with 
wildly differing beliefs, seeking to hold office in our 
city. There are always familiar faces that seem to 

run every two years. There is always a surprise or two. 
And this year will be particularly historic given that 
we are voting during a global health pandemic and 
government-imposed lockdowns.

We know that most people in the city do not have 
time (or interest) to pay attention to the constant ebb 
and flow of Irvine politics so here is a quick primer 
on some important things you should know because 
politics in Irvine moves fast and a lot has changed in 
since we last voted:

Mike Carroll is a Current City Councilman on the 
Ballot for the First Time

When Irvine voters look at their ballots, they will see one 
particular name for the first time: Mike Carroll. Yet, while 
Carroll is a first-time candidate, he is already a member 
of the Irvine City Council. That is because Carroll was 
appointed with bipartisan support on the council to fill a 
vacancy. The vacancy occurred when then-mayor Don 
Wagner won a special election to become a member of 
the Orange County Board of Supervisors. As a result, then-

councilwoman (and former mayor) Christina Shea was 
appointed to fill the mayor role leaving an open seat on 
the council which Carroll was appointed to.

While Carroll’s name may be new to many voters 
in Irvine, his reputation among his fellow council-
members led to his bipartisan support to the City 
Council. That is because at the time of appointment, 
he was serving on the city’s planning commission and 
developed a reputation for a fair, community-focused 
approach.

Christina Shea is Running for Mayor
Last time voters saw Christina Shea on the ballot 

she was running for City Council, for which she won. 
As mentioned above, she was appointed to mayor (a 
position she has served in before). Now, Shea is running 
for mayor of Irvine because she believes that the city 
needs steady leadership in such a tumultuous time. 
She has made public safety a cornerstone of her cam-
paign as well as education, arguably the two issues 
most Irvinenites hold most dear.

Shea has a long history in Irvine and is one of the 
most recognizable public figures in the history of the 
city. She is popular, knows the issues and the players, 
and has won a lot of elections in the city.

While four candidates in total are running for mayor, 
the most formidable besides Shea is Farrah Khan, a 
currently elected member of the City Council. Khan is 
in her first term ever serving on the City Council and 
was elected two years ago in what some would call a 
surprise victory. She and Shea have been allies on the 
council, and even considered each other friends at one 
time. The race should be interesting to say the least.

Melissa Fox is Not Seeking Re-election to the Council
Councilwoman Melissa Fox is not seeking re-election 

to the council in November. That is because she won 
the Democrat nomination for state Assembly where 
she is seeking to unseat former Irvine mayor and now-
state Assemblyman Steven Choi.

When first elected to the council, Fox was a virtual 
unknown in Irvine politics. But she was devoted to an 
intense regimen of door-knocking and meeting with 
Irvine residents. She also started her own blog which 
provides a platform for constant commentary of politi-
cal issues as well as a means to communicate with 
constituents.

At Least One New Member Will Join the City Coun-
cil After the Election

At least one new face will be elected to the Irvine City 
Council this fall. That is because Fox has decided not to 
run for re-election. But it is also possible that the council 
could elect two or even three new faces this election 
season. That is because if Councilwoman Khan wins 
the mayor’s race, her seat would automatically go to 
the third-place finisher in the council election accord-
ing to Irvine city rules. And, if Councilman Carroll 
were not successful in his bid for election to the council, 
the city dais would have another new member.

We will be following the city elections very closely 
in the pages of Irvine Weekly as well as our website 
IrvineWeekly.com.

"PHOTO BY AZUSA TARN
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ELECTION

NOVEMBER 3 
ELECTION PRIMER

WE BREAK DOWN THE RACES FOR 
CONGRESS, STATE ASSEMBLY 
AND STATE SENATE THAT IRVINE 
RESIDENTS WILL SEE ON THE 
BALLOT. 

BY EVAN J. LANCASTER

For Irvine residents, the ballot 
for the November 3 election is 
packed. In addition to the race 
for Irvine City Council and 

mayor, president of the United States, 
and state ballot measures, Irvine voters 
will also have the opportunity to vote in 
a Congressional election, a State Senate 
race and two State Assembly races. 

Election for Congress
In the battle for the 45th Congressional 

District, which includes Irvine, Villa 
Park, Laguna Hills, Lake Forest and 
North Tustin, fi rst-term Democratic Rep-
resentative Katie Porter is challenged by 
Republican Mission Viejo City Council-
man Greg Raths. 

Porter is the fi rst Democrat to represent 
the 45th District since the district was 
formed in 1983. Porter has gained na-
tional attention with the use of a white 
board in Congressional committees, 
along with an interrogation-style meth-
od of questioning during Congressional 
hearings.

The congresswoman, a former Profes-
sor of Law at UC Irvine, garnered both 
acclaim and criticism on Capitol Hill for 
her questioning of the likes of JPMorgan 

Chase Chairman and CEO Jamie Dimon 
and Robert R. Redfi eld, Director of the 
Centers for Disease Control. Among the 
key message points of her campaign 
are gun control, housing a� ordability 
and health care. She has also been one 
of the top political fundraisers in all of 
Congress. 

Considering the 45th District’s Republi-
can-leaning voting trend over the past 
decade, Porter’s progressive-leaning 
politics will undoubtedly stand out 
in comparison to Raths’ conservative 
viewpoints. Republicans have a slight 
voter registration advantage in the 
district, about 3,000 voters, which ac-
counts for roughly 0.6% of voters.

Raths, a veteran with more than two 
decades of service in the U.S. Marine 
Corps., is the former mayor of Mission 
Viejo where he currently serves as city 
councilman. Coupled with the on-going 
conversation about building a veterans 
cemetery in Irvine, voters might fi nd 
hope in Raths’ mission to support veter-
an causes.   

Raths, who defeated fi ve other GOP 
candidates for this congressional seat 
earlier this year in the primary, is cam-
paigning with a message of lowering 

taxes, lowering health care costs and 
changing back-tax law to allow for 
state and local taxes (SALT) to be de-
ducted, including mortgage deductions. 

In terms of fundraising, Porter is ahead. 
Porter’s re-election campaign generat-
ed more than $8 million, according to 
OpenSecrets.org. While Raths’ cam-
paign raised less than $1 million.  

Election for State Senate
The 37th District of the California State 

Senate will feature a race between 
Republican incumbent Senator John 
Moorlach (R-Costa Mesa) and Democrat 
challenger Dave Min, an Irvine resident 
and UC Irvine law professor. 

Moorlach has a rich history of political 
experience in Orange County. His career 
began in 1995, when he was elected 
Orange County Treasurer-Tax Collector. 
In 2006, the Republican was elected 
to the County Board of Supervisors, on 
which he served for nearly a decade. 
Moorlach went on to defeat current 3rd 
District Supervisor Don Wagner for the 
State Senate seat in 2015.

While Min has never held public o� ice, 
his campaign has received endorse-
ments from some of California’s top 
democratic leaders, including Secretary 
of State Alex Padilla, current Vice Pres-
idential Candidate Kamala Harris, and 
California Governor Gavin Newsom. 
The 37th District seat has been con-
trolled by the Republican Party since 
redistricting took place in 2011.

One complicating factor in the race is 
that the California Correctional Peace 
O� icers Association (the prison guard 
union) has committed to spend nearly $1 
million against Moorlach, according to 
state campaign fi ling reports. 

  
Election for Two State Assembly Races 

Voters will also have a chance to 
decide on California State Assembly 
elections for two neighboring districts 
in Orange County. In California State 
Assembly District 68, Irvine city coun-
cilmember Melissa Fox, a Democrat, 
will be running against Republican 
incumbent Assemblyman Steven Choi, 
who is a former Irvine mayor.  

Choi has a long tenure of political 
dealings in Orange County, particular-
ly Irvine. In 2004, Choi was elected to 
the Irvine City Council, then mayor of 
Irvine in 2012. This year, Choi is ada-
mant about protecting the public from 
COVID-19, and improving health care. 
As one of his main points of emphasis, 
Choi co-authored Assembly Bill 251, 
which provides an income tax credit for 

family caregivers, giving families the 
ability to purchase medical equipment, 
transportation and/or make needed 
modifi cation to their homes.

Choi has endorsements from several 
public o� ice holders in Irvine including 
Irvine City Councilman Anthony Kou, 
and current Irvine City Councilman 
Michael Carroll. Choi is also endorsed 
by Irvine Mayor Christina Shea, and has 
support from the Association of Orange 
County Deputy Sheri� s and the Califor-
nia Republican Party.

Fox is not seeking re-election to the 
Irvine City Council in November, insead 
trying to unseat Choi, who is running for 
a third-term. In Irvine, Fox has become 
well-known for her local political blog. 
Her campaign is focused on housing 
a� ordability, health care, education 
and a number of other issues. And she 
has made COVID-19 “response and re-
covery” her top priority in her message 
to voters. 

Fox has received endorsements from 
both federal and state leadership, 
including U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein, 
U.S. Representative Katie Porter, Cali-
fornia Governor Gavin Newsom, along 
with several organizations, including 
the California Democratic Party.  

In Assembly District 74, which cov-
ers portions of Irvine, Costa Mesa and 
Huntington Beach, incumbent Cottie 
Petrie-Norris and Newport Beach Coun-
cilwoman Diane Dixon will compete.

The Democratic incumbent 
Petrie-Norris, a resident of Laguna 
Beach, has held o� ice since 2018, after 
she defeated Republican incumbent 
Matthew Harper. This round, Petrie-Nor-
ris will be running with a focus on edu-
cation and schools, along with a wild-
fi re prevention and response program. 
Petrie-Norris will look to defend her 
seat against Dixon with endorsements 
from the Association of California State 
Supervisors, the California Professional 
Firefi ghters, California Governor Gavin 
Newsom and Senator Dianne Feinstein. 

Dixon, a Newport Beach City Council 
member and former mayor, is working 
to defeat Petrie-Norris with a focus on fi -
nancial stability, and a plan to decrease 
the state’s unfunded pension liability. 
Dixon also has plans to create a Harbor 
Department to manage the harbor 
infrastructure in Newport Harbor. Dixon 
carries an endorsement from Orange 
County Supervisor and congressional 
candidate Michelle Steel, along with the 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
and former Calfi ronia Governor Pete 
Wilson. 
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OPINION
CHRISTINA SHEA FOR 
MAYOR OF IRVINE

SHEA’S LONG HISTORY OF 
LEADERSHIP WITHIN IRVINE WILL 
BRING STABILITY AND CONTINUITY 
TO THE CITY COUNCIL. 

BY: IRVINE WEEKLY EDITORIAL BOARD

Irvine is fortunate to have a capable 
and caring City Council at a time 
when our state and national politi-
cal climate is unfortunately and 

unnecessarily chaotic. For our well-run 

city to continue on a path of good-
governance in such uncertain times, 
we need stability and continuity on the 
City Council. 

That is why Irvine Weekly is endors-
ing Christina Shea for mayor of Irvine. 

Shea has a long history of leadership 
in the city with numerous accomplish-
ments under her guidance. Perhaps the 
most significant of which was delivering 
on the city’s promise to build the Great 
Park. But there are many other virtues of 
the city to tout: Irvine is the safest city in 
the nation; Irvine has incredible public 
education; Irvine has a robust business 
community; and Irvine has tremendous 
open space with a deep commitment to 
environmental stewardship. 

As both mayor and a former City 
Council member, Shea has long been 
involved in the city’s governance and 
deserves credit for many of these ac-
complishments in Irvine. 

In the coming months and years, there 
will be a plethora of challenges that 

the mayor will need to address. And 
having a leader with so many years of 
experience will serve our community 
well. From helping to rebuild the city’s 
small business landscape after business 
shutdowns caused by Covid-19, to keep-
ing Irvine the safest city in America, 
to building a veterans cemetery, the 
mayor will need to pull from an arsenal 
of relationships and resources devel-
oped over decades of service. 

In dealing with these issues, Shea’s 
plan includes creating a Mayor’s Busi-
ness Council to help businesses in the 
city bounce back; she is adamant that a 
veterans cemetery should be built with 
state funding as to not overwhelm the 
city’s coffers; and she boasts a strong re-
lationship with Irvine police, and in fact 
was endorsed by the police association. 

Shea’s current involvement in the 
city is admirable, and considering the 
hard road ahead in the aftermath of 
Covid-19, there is no need to replace 
Irvine’s current mayoral leadership. 

While we believe Shea deserves to con-
tinue on as mayor, one of her opponents 
for the post, current City Council member 
Farrah Khan, is also capable of tackling 
the enormous job and we believe she 
would someday make a good mayor in 
the future, perhaps even in 2022 or 2024. 

In fact, Khan has already served the 
council well by providing an indepen-
dent viewpoint on most issues the city 
is facing. Also, she serves as chair of the 
Great Park Board which holds tremen-
dous responsibility. Regardless as to 
whether or not she wins the mayoral race 
this year, Khan will stay on the City Coun-
cil. And, frankly, we believe that it will be 
a better governing body if both Shea and 
Khan are still on the City Council after the 
dust settles from the November election. 

We respectfully endorse Christina 
Shea for mayor of Irvine. 

MIKE CARROLL FOR 
CITY COUNCIL

CARROLL’S EXPERIENCE WILL 
PROVIDE LEADERSHIP THAT WILL 
BENEFIT ALL IRVINE RESIDENTS.

BY: IRVINE WEEKLY EDITORIAL BOARD

There will be two elected seats, and 
potentially a third, open for the 
Irvine City Council in November. 
With more than a dozen candi-

dates running, voters in Irvine will have 
tough decisions to make. What’s needed 
most after all the votes are counted is steady 
leadership. 

That is why Irvine Weekly is endorsing 
Mike Carroll for Irvine City Council. 

As the current Vice Mayor of Irvine, Car-
roll’s experience has well-prepared him for 
the challenges the city will face over the 
next few years. These challenges include 
COVID-19 recovery, helping the local busi-
ness community, and maintaining Irvine’s 
status as the safest city in America.

Carroll has demonstrated a community-
first attitude, which is evident through his 
active community engagement and the 
programs he has championed. For ex-
ample, he helped to establish Irvine’s Small 
Business Relief Program, in which more 
than 500 local businesses received finan-
cial support to assist in reopening safely.  

Vice Mayor Carroll also worked to keep 
Irvine residents safe by spearheading the 
county’s first free COVID-19 testing facility 
at the Great Park in Irvine, a tremendous 
accomplishment that demonstrated the 
importance of local leadership in helping 
combat the virus. 

We also like that Carroll has worked closely 
with all of the members on the council and 
had  bipartisan support for his own appoint-

ment to the council. Both Mayor Christina 
Shea and City Council member Farrah 
Khan, who are both running for mayor, 
voted to appoint Carroll to his current seat.

We were impressed with Carroll’s real-
world solutions for traffic, including his 
Three-Step Traffic Plan, that includes 
“Smart Traffic Control Systems” and 
reversible lanes.  

Additionally, Carroll’s experience as vice 
chair of the Irvine Planning Commission, 
and chair of the Community Services 
Commission, played in the endorsement 
selection. We feel that Carroll’s experience 
will provide leadership that will benefit 
Irvine residents for years to come. 

We respectfully endorse Mike Carroll for 
Irvine City Council.

ABOUT IRVINE WEEKLY’S 
ENDORSEMENT PROCESS: 
 Irvine Weekly undergoes a 
thorough study of the positions 
and backgrounds of each of the 
candidates running for City Council 
and mayor. As part of that process, 
we send questionnaires to all of the 
candidates to better understand 
their beliefs, values, vision for the 
city and the policies they would 
prescribe if elected. Irvine Weekly 
believes that Irvine is one of the most 
desirable places to live in Orange 
County because of its safety, quality 
education, strong business climate, 
commitment to open space and the 
environment and its diversity. Those 
guiding principles influence who we 
endorse for elected office here. We 
also realize that not everyone in our 
community shares the same beliefs 
or political positions, which is why 
we also provide information about 
all the candidates running so that 
each member of our community 
can make up their own mind about 
the candidates and support the 
candidate that best shares their 
values. We also welcome feedback 
and letters to the editor which may 
be submitted at IrvineWeekly.com.
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ELECTION

ELECTION PRIMER: 
IUSD BOARD OF 
EDUCATION

HERE’S WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT THE BOARD 
TRUSTEE RACE FOR IRVINE 
UNIFIED.

BY EVAN J. LANCASTER

The upcoming November 
elections will give voters in 
Irvine the opportunity to select 
candidates for newly zoned 

Trustee Areas within the Irvine Unified 
Board of Education.

Voters should note that this will be 
the first election in Trustee Area 3 and 
Trustee Area 5 since IUSD transitioned 
to a “by-trustee area” election process 
from an at-large voting system. 

The transition occurred in June 2018, 
when the Orange County Commit-
tee on School District Organization 
approved the by-trustee area election 
process, after the IUSD board’s exten-
sive three month review process, which 
involved six versions of new colored-
coded trustee area maps. 

The board decided to adopt the Purple 
IV map, which can be found here.

Voters will need to fill two seats on the 
Irvine Unified Board of Education — one 
in Trustee Area 3 and one in Trustee 

Area 5. Trustee Area 1 incumbent and 
IUSD Board of Education President Lau-
ren Brooks will automatically serve her 
second term due to a lack of competition.

For the first time, voters will need to 
select a candidate to represent Trustee 
Area 3, and will make the choice 
between four candidates. The race in 
Trustee Area 5 will be something for Ir-
vine voters to keep an eye on as Irvine 
pediatrician Demetra Arvanitidis will 
look to defeat current Trustee Area 5 
incumbent Paul Bokota.  

Here’s a look at the Trustee Area 3 and 
Trustee Area 5 candidate’s statements 
for those who have filed them with the 
Orange County Registrar Of Voters. 

Trustee Area 3

Douglas Euper
I am first and foremost a father of 

two boys who have attended school 
in the IUSD for over 10 years. I am a 

OPINION
HONORABLE MEN-
TIONS FOR IRVINE 
CITY COUNCIL

BY THE IRVINE WEEKLY EDITORIAL BOARD

With more than a dozen 
candidates running 
for a pair of seats 
on the Irvine City 

Council, there  are plenty of things to 
take into consideration when choos-
ing from such a deep pool of Irvine 
candidates. 

In the event that Farrah Khan is 
elected mayor of Irvine, a third council 
seat will open. The vacant City Council 
seat will be decided by the candidate 
who receives the most votes — after the 
two seats are filled.  

While we have formally endorsed 
Christina Shea for mayor and Mike Car-
roll for City Council, there are a couple 
of other candidates for City Council 
that caught our attention and deserve 
an honorable mention: John Park and 
Diana Jiang.

John Park is a  21-year resident of 
Irvine, with experience as a vice presi-
dent at two Fortune 1000 companies. 
One of his main priorities is to maintain 
a strong relationship with the Irvine Po-
lice Department. As a business owner, 
and a member of the Irvine Finance 
Commission, Park understands where 
Irvine is financially and has experience 
well-suited to guide Irvine into a stable 
economic future. Additionally, Park 
believes that the veterans cemetery in 
Irvine should be built but with funding 
from the state government.  

Irvine City Council candidate Diana 
Jiang shares Park’s stance on the vet-
erans cemetery, as building without 
state funding would be a burden to city 
taxpayers, she says. Jiang is a 26-year 
resident of Irvine, running to be an 
independent voice on the council. A 
mother of two, she is highly involved 
within the community, volunteering 
for the Irvine Children Youth, Fam-
ily Advisory Committee and the UCI 
Social Science Foundation. Profession-
ally, Jiang is a software engineer who 
believes Irvine is poised to become the 
economic hub of Orange County or 
“Silicon Orange.” Jiang said she will use 
her professional expertise to bring in-
novation and develop technology into 
city government, by way of app-based 
software, to better prepare Irvine for 
the future and create a more open and 
transparent government. 
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ELECTION
teacher with over 20 years experi-
ence in the classroom teaching 
Economics, U.S. History, Civics, and 
World History. I have also been a 
youth baseball coach in Irvine for 
over 10 years. Events of this past year 
have motivated me to stand up and 
try to help my community by bring-
ing my experience and perspective 
to the School Board. I feel the deci-
sion by the IUSD to take the grades 
of the students away this past spring 
and force them to accept a credit/no 
credit model was a disaster that was 
not well thought out and did great 
harm to our kids. This decision also 
undercut our teachers who should be 
trusted to make the decision of how 
to assess their students, especially 
during these difficult times. I am run-
ning to advocate for our kids and for 
our teachers, on this and the many 
other issues that come before our 
school board and Superintendent. 
Our students and teachers deserve 
better.

Bethany Huang
As a graduate from Canyon View El-

ementary, Sierra Vista, and Northwood 
High, I have experienced first-hand 
how the IUSD curriculum and board 
policy have impacted students and 
their families. It is time for me to give 
back to and improve the school district 
that has prepared me for my future 
career! 

As an intern for a State Senator for 2 
years, I’ve worked with district repre-
sentatives and other state legislators 
on various issues. I have specifically 
worked on promoting transparency 
and parent involvement in Irvine sex 
education. I value parental rights as 
much as faculty opinion and am pas-
sionate about representing both families 
and their teachers. 

For far too long, Irvine students and 
parents have not been represented 
when deciding school curriculum, 
safety and even funding. If elected I 
will ensure and promote policy that: 
• Allows honest and transparent com-

munication between the board and 
parents about curriculum. 
• Responds to parental concerns about 

child health and safety. 
• Allocates funds to support teachers 

and promote student growth 
• Fosters student and teacher creativity 

in the visual and performing arts. 
Irvine education needs change, and to 

serve as your board member would be 

an honor. We need young, innovative 
leaders. I appreciate your vote.

Sidney Wu
I attended Orange County public 

schools, graduating from UC Irvine. My 
wife, Annie, and I bought our first home 
in Irvine, running our family business, 
raising our two children here, and send-
ing them to Irvine Unified School District 
schools. 

An active volunteer, I’m dedicated to 
strengthening Irvine and our public 
schools. I’ve served our community as: 
• Member, Irvine Unified School District 

Finance Committee 
• President, Vista Verde K-8 Foundation 
• President, South Irvine Dolphins, 

Irvine Swim League 
• Irvine City Commissioner 

My grandfather was a principal, my 
mother was a teacher, and my parents 
were immigrants. A strong believer 
in education at all levels, I earned my 
MBA, and I currently administer a UC 
Irvine scholarship. 

I’m not a politician, and I’ve never 
run for elected office. I’m a concerned 
citizen and parent who wants to give 
back to our Irvine public schools. 

As your Irvine Unified School District 
Trustee, I will work to: 
• Preserve our high academic stan-

dards 
• Maintain and enhance our world-

class schools 
• Protect the health and safety of our 

students 
• Retain and attract top teachers 
• Ensure our taxpayer dollars go 

directly to the classroom, not adminis-
tration 

My service and experience have 
earned me endorsements from: 
• Irvine Unified School District Presi-

dent Betty Carroll 
• Orange County Supervisor/Former 

Irvine Mayor Don Wagner 
• Irvine Vice Mayor Mike Carroll 
• Irvine Councilmember Anthony Kuo 

Cyril Yu 
I am your neighbor, an involved dad, 

long-time Irvine resident, and deputy 
district attorney in Orange County. I was 
born in California and attended public 
schools. I graduated from UC Berkeley, 
then earned my JD from UC Hastings 
College of Law. 

My daughters attend Irvine public 
schools. I have served on the Irvine Uni-
fied School District’s Finance Committee 
and the Irvine Green Ribbon Environ-

mental Committee. 
I understand the benefits of our excel-

lent public-school system and recognize 
more hard work is needed to ensure 
continuing improvement. 

These challenging times have depleted 
the school district’s funds with the added 
challenge of reopening schools safely. 

I want to: 
• Partner with local health authorities, 

teachers, classified staff, and district 
leaders to ensure all children and staff 
are safe; 
• Bring more funding to Irvine schools; 
• Preserve academic excellence; 
• Enhance STEM programs, special 

education, athletics, integrated ethnic 
studies, and arts and music; and 
• Encourage parents, teachers, and 

classified employees to add their voices 
to the decision-making process. 

My parents and teachers made it pos-
sible for me to reach my potential. I want 
to ensure all Irvine children have the 
means to reach their potential. 

I am proud to be endorsed by: 
• Irvine Unified School District Trustee, 

Paul Bokota 
• Irvine Unified School District Trustee, 

Lauren Brooks 
• Irvine Unified School District Trustee, 

Sharon Wallin 
• Irvine Unified School District Trustee, 

Ira Glasky 
• Irvine Mayor, Beth Krom (Ret.)
 

Trustee Area 5

Paul Bakota (Incumbent)
As a trustee on the Irvine School Board 

I’ve always put students, teachers and 
parents first. My top priority is to contin-
ue improving the educational quality of 
our world-class schools, while keep-
ing everyone safe. These goals require 
experienced board members. 

During my terms on the school board, 
IUSD has: 
• Continued as one of the top-perform-

ing academic school districts in the 
state/nation with numerous academic 
and performing arts awards. 
• Invested approximately $14 million 

in safety/security, including invest-
ments in hundreds of radios, cameras, 
access points and emergency pre-
paredness. 
• Allocated over $15 million towards 

mental health, including increased 
mental wellness professionals at all 
levels. 

• Built four new world-class 
schools and modernized many, 
including Northwood High, Irvine 
High, Brywood, College Park and 
Greentree. 
• Helped ensure responsible spending 

and accountability of taxpayer dollars. 

I hold a B.A. from Harvard, magna cum 
laude, and a J.D., magna cum laude. My 
wife, Wendy, and I have lived in Irvine 
for 22 years. Our three children have all 
attended IUSD schools. 

I’ve served IUSD for over 15 years as a: 
• IUSD Finance Committee member
• PTA President
• School Site Council member
• Irvine Public Schools Foundation 

Legacy Partner 

I am honored to be endorsed by the 
Irvine Teachers Association, numerous 
current/former IUSD Board Members, 
parents and business leaders. 

Demetra Arvanitidis
I am a wife, mom of three children, 

and pediatrician with training in public 
health. 

We live in unprecedented times … 
circumstances that have changed the 
way we learn, live, work, and socialize 
not just locally but globally in just a few 
months. It’s this unpredictability which 
leads to two main stressors, panic and 
fear, which in turn cause ill effects on 
our health and the safety of our com-
munity. 

My priority is to have a physical plan 
in place that ensures the health and 
safety of our staff and children along 
with an educational plan that ensures 
that kids continue to receive a high 
standard education in every circum-
stance. 

I believe that with my pediatric medi-
cal and public health background, I will 
add value to discussions and policy-
making to put the health and safety of 
our staff and students first. The remedy 
for panic, fear and stress is a good dose 
of planning and preparedness. 

My proactive, preventative health and 
educational plan: 
• Reducing regular class size 
• Regular compliance training of 

teachers/staff/students in preparedness 
protocols 
• High standard, user-friendly online 

curriculum with adequate teacher/
parent support 
• Onsite school security/nurse checks 
• Local control and parental choice 
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Ad paid for by Yes on 16, Opportunity for All Coalition, sponsored by 
civil rights organizations.

Committee major funding from
M. Quinn Delaney

Kaiser Foundation Health Plan, Inc. and the Hospitals
Patricia Quillin

Funding Details at www.fppc.ca.gov

voteyesonprop16.org
1. Source: “Pete Wilson endorses Trump, says president has ‘very good judgment.’” Politico, October 1, 2020. https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2020/10/01/pete-wilson-

endorses-trump-says-president-has-very-good-judgment-1319581
2. Source: The American Conservative Union. http://acufoundation.conservative.org/policy-fellows/gail-heriot/
3. Source: “California Battles over Racial Identification.” The Washington Post, September 13, 2003.  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/politics/2003/09/13/california-battles-over-racial-identification/153f3519-e3a0-4edb-95dd-0a3b902f65ee/

Prop 16 is about being on the right side of history.
It levels the playing field for women and people of color.

WHO’S FOR PROP 16?

SENATOR 
KAMALA HARRIS

GOVERNOR  
GAVIN NEWSOM

Which side will you be on?
Vote YES on Proposition 16 by November 3!

WHO’S AGAINST PROP 16?

FORMER CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR (and current Trump supporter) PETE WILSON 1

Anti-civil rights activist GAIL HERIOT, supported by MITCH MCCONNELL2 
Anti-civil rights activist WARD CONNERLY, who has said that Latinos  

“want to see affirmative action policies remain so they can take advantage of them,” and  
that the UC system is admitting unqualified Latinos “using race through the back door.” 3

THE CALIFORNIA REPUBLICAN PARTY

...and many more!
See our endorsements on voteyesonprop16.org

PAID POLITICAL AD



 |
  

O
C

T
O

B
E

R
 2

9,
 2

0
2

0
  

| 
 I

R
V

IN
E

W
E

E
K

LY
.C

O
M

    

1 0

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE

WE ASKED THE CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR IRVINE 
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL THESE 3 QUESTIONS 
ABOUT LOCAL POLICY MATTERS:

Safety and Law Enforcement: Irvine has been named one of America’s safest cit-
ies numerous times. Considering the current social climate, how will you navigate 
the relationships between local law enforcement and local organizations calling to 
defund the police?  

Housing: Irvine is thought of as one of the best places to live in the United States. So, 
naturally, there is a demand for housing here. What is your position and vision for 
housing in Irvine? How does affordability in terms of housing play into your view? 

Veterans Cemetery: What is your position on plans to build a veterans cemetery 
in Irvine? Would you advocate for Irvine to build on a site without state funding?

Here are their answers:
Mayoral Candidates

Christina Shea
Safety and Law Enforcement: I took a 

strong stand opposing defunding public 
safety. I do not support this suggestion, 
and I believe it is an unwise approach to 
sustaining a safe community.

Irvine is one of the safest cities in 
America for 15 years in a row, and I am 
very proud of this accomplishment.

We have a very comprehensive public 
safety department with a mental health 
unit, a sex trafficking unit and we 
adhere to a “community-based policing 
program” that is a successful model to 
cities across America.

I am proudly endorsed by the O.C. 
FireFighters and our Irvine police for my 
election.

Housing: Our city is closing in on build 
out.

I helped create our Community Land 
Trust and for years now we have been 
providing affordable housing for our 
veterans, developmentally disabled, 
single moms and dads and those on the 
verge of homelessness.

Irvine provides more affordable units 
than most cities in the O.C.

We have a blend of low income, mod-
erate income and high-end housing, 
which is why so many people love to 
live in our community.

We can do more to provide afford-
ability to many who want to call Irvine 
home, and I look forward to balancing 
our housing needs, with maintaining 

my history of balanced growth, yet pro-
viding workforce housing for our young 
people and struggling families.

Veterans Cemetery: I advocated for a 
veterans cemetery for years.

I brought forward the Strawberry Site 
which I believed was a superior location, 
but that idea was overturned by misinfor-
mation at the ballot box. Then I proposed 
the Golf Course Site as another superior 
site plan, to the ARDA site, a few years ago, 
as the most cost effective, and best loca-
tion away from concerned residents.

The state law as of June 2019, now 
directs Cal Vet to come into Irvine and 
review both sites – the ARDA and the 
Golf Course Site – and give us a determi-
nation of which site they will recom-
mend, no later than next May.

Cal Vet made it very clear the site 
which is the most cost effective will be 
chosen.

My hope is the Golf Course Site will be 
the final resting place for our veterans 
as this never-ending battle of misinfor-
mation and mischaracterization of facts 
has just continued to delay this much-
needed project for years.

We can only move forward if we col-
laborate with the state and accept their 
determination as to  which site is supe-
rior, then we will be granted $25 million 
for startup construction costs.

It won’t succeed without state dollars.

Farrah Khan
Safety and Law Enforcement:  It’s not 

a matter of “how will I navigate.” I’m 
already navigating and building those 

bridges. When the BLM protests oc-
curred in our city, all peaceful protests 
by the way, I met with many of our Black 
community members. I brought them 
together for a roundtable discussion on 
issues that they were facing. The first 
meeting we held included our Irvine 
police chief and assistant chief where 
residents shared their experiences.  

From those discussions, we set out 
some action plans which included 
expediting the implementation of body 
cams and our chief stated that he was 
open to having a speakers’ series to fur-
ther educate our officers in conjunction 
with the UCI African American Studies 
Department. 

We have an amazing police depart-
ment with dedicated officers that truly 
believe in working in partnership with 
the community, however, there’s always 
room for improvement. Other meetings 
with this group have included discussions 
on employment and housing equity. This 
is what the local community is asking for 
and I’m delivering it. In a time of unrest, 
this is how leadership provides stability.  

Housing: Many people do not realize 
that many of our developers have land 
that is already entitled for development 
from years ago. In addition, we do have 
state requirements in housing that we 
have to fulfill. However, what the cur-
rent council can do is determine what 
that looks like.  

It is important for us to maintain our 
Master Plan to provide a diverse portfo-
lio of housing options: affordable, apart-
ments, condos, senior living and single 
family homes. I’m a huge supporter of 
workforce housing, providing housing 
for people that work in Irvine. One of the 
best ways for us to reduce our traffic is to 
make sure that as we attract new busi-
nesses to Irvine, we provide housing for 
their workforce, thereby reducing the 
commuter traffic that basically doubles 
our population during business hours. 
Additionally, I would seek development 

near transit, like the train station.  
We are a growing city, but we need to 

grow responsibly. As a board member on 
the Irvine Community Land Trust, I fully 
support the development of affordable 
housing, especially those with support 
services for our homeless, veterans, 
people with disabilities and more. Irvine 
does an amazing job when it comes to 
providing affordable housing, however, 
we know the need is ever increasing. 
Recently, one of our projects with 68 units 
had over 5,000 people on the interest list. 

Veterans Cemetery: Irvine leadership 
has failed our veterans. With years of 
flip-flopping, we have yet to deliver the 
promised veterans cemetery. I fully sup-
port the building of a veterans cemetery 
in Irvine and have worked hard to find 
solutions to move it forward, including 
meeting with our state representatives.  

While I support the veterans cemetery, 
I also respect the cultural requirements 
of our residents, and there is no reason 
why we can’t accomplish both. How-
ever, I cannot support building without 
state funding. Our city would not be 
able to financially sustain such a cost. 

Katherine Daigle
Safety and Law Enforcement: The 

new age of protests, rooted in anti-
establishment sentiments propagated 
by shrewd politics, walks on the faint 
line that lies in proximity to the pro-
pagandizing of our youth. We need to 
pay close attention to the agenda that 
underlies the clamoring for a structural 
breakdown of the entire system. 

The service offered by the police is 
much needed to check on violence and 
crimes in our neighborhoods and our 
communities – it is needed to secure the 
city’s integrity. You simply cannot dis-
miss the necessity of policing. For those 
aiming to destabilize the city and drive 
it down the road of anarchy and chaos, 
streets without a force to protect may be 
the ideal world or their “utopia.”

What needs to be done? Anything 
but defunding serves the purpose of 
bettering the system of policing for 
good. One can perhaps devise a well-
suited method of hiring new recruits. 
An increase in pay will also attract the 

ELECTION
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ELECTION
deserving candidates into the service. 
Police academies can be transformed 
into well-rounded centers for develop-
ment. These are feasible solutions.

Housing: Identify a new design 
infrastructure for new communities 
and revitalize the old ones in ways that 
promote physical and mental health for 
our communities. Irvine needs a revital-
ization plan.

Promote effective transportation flow. 
Work with ICLT on affordable housing 
alternatives and state government land 
use for additional outreach projects 
utilized by the county. 

Currently, the pandemic has caused so 
much personal, financial and economic 
hardship across Orange County, it will 
take time to recover. Irvine has retained a 
high quality of life but we also have seen 
disruption at the university level and first-
time home buyers. We will come back be-
cause this city is a hub of economic boom 
even today. People want to live here and 
work here and business thrives. We will 
do well as we roar into 2021.

Veterans Cemetery: I will immedi-
ately begin working with the state of 
California to transfer the ARDA site to 
CalVet so that the Southern California 
Veterans Cemetery can be built without 
delay.

Luis Huang
Safety and Law Enforcement:  Pilot 

program: Fewer armed police officers, 
hire additional part-time unarmed 
peace officers that patrol Irvine and 
get to build trust and relationships with 
neighbors and small businesses.

Housing: Creation of a Renters’ Rights 
Commission and more housing.

Veterans Cemetery: n/a

City Council Candidates

Diana Jiang
Safety and Law Enforcement: Irvine 

is one of the safest cities of its size, in 
large part because of our law enforce-
ment team. I do not support defunding 
our police. Police officers are there for us 
and we should be there for them! Irvine 
has a great community engagement 
program, CERT. We should keep the 
program and provide diversity training 
to our officers. 

Housing: Irvine already has the high-
est number of affordable units in the 

county. With only 6 percent of Orange 
County’s population, we are scheduled 
to have 32 percent of the county’s af-
fordable housing units. The state asks us 
to do more and we should, for two good 
reasons. Without some entry-level hous-
ing, our own children will not be able 
to live in the city in which they were 
raised. Without the next tier of work-
force housing, our teachers, nurses, 
firefighters and police can’t live in the 

community they protect. It would be a 
shame if we can’t fix that problem. 

The challenge is to solve these needs 
and still preserve our neighborhoods, 
property values and quality of life. 
There are no easy answers. I don’t sup-
port turning single family neighbor-
hoods into an ocean of triplexes. We can 
do more to streamline the permitting 
process for projects that conform to our 
plan. The state should share part of their 
sales tax as an incentive for cities that 
meet the housing goals. Changes in our 
city should complement, not disrupt, our 
careful planning.

To increase housing supply, we should 
stick to our city’s General Plan that 
outlines Irvine’s development goals. 
Housing affordability improves if there 
is more of it. Building what we promised 
in our General Plan will keep prices 
more affordable.

We should explore converting com-
mercial offices that are vacant, because 
many people will continue working 
from home when the pandemic has 
ended. If feasible, converting some 
commercial space into residential has 
the potential to help with our housing 
shortage while preserving our existing 
neighborhoods.

We need to keep land use decisions 
local, but we can only do that if we 
creatively work together to address our 

housing needs.  

Veterans Cemetery: Our veterans, 
who have put their lives on the line for 
our country, deserve an appropriate 
resting place in honor of their sacrifices. 
The veterans cemetery was approved 
by the City Council and initial funding 
was approved by our governor. I do not 
advocate building any new amenity 
without a funding source identified 

to build or maintain it. I do commit to 
working with neighboring communities 
to make sure their voices are heard dur-
ing the design and construction phases.

Lauren Norris-
Johnson

Safety and Law Enforcement: I will 
make sure that our diverse residents 
have a seat at the table and I will act 
as a liaison and promote open dialogue 
and collaboration. We already are the 
safest city of our size in the country, so 
let’s build on the strength of successful 
community policing and also provide 
social services to our most vulnerable 
residents. Through education and 
supportive services for homelessness, 
substance abuse and mental health, we 
can better meet our residents’ needs. 

Housing: Our city, county and state face 
a housing crisis and our leaders must 
step up to help solve the problem. I sup-
port the master plan we have in Irvine, 
which includes a diversity of housing 
within each village and incorporates 
affordable housing. We should build on 
the successes of the Irvine Community 
Land Trust and provide middle-income 
and workforce housing. We also cannot 
leave state or federal money on the table 
and must bring funds back to Irvine to 
support these endeavors.

Veterans Cemetery: My husband is 
a United State Coast Guard veteran 
and both of my grandfathers served in 
World War II. My mother will retire this 
year after 20 years working for the VA, 
serving our most vulnerable veterans. 
It is time for us to honor our promise 
to veterans through the building of a 
veterans cemetery and memorial park. 
The residents of Irvine have spoken and 
they overwhelmingly support the ARDA. 
site for the cemetery. We should begin 
demolition as soon as possible. Veterans 
are dying every day without a final rest-
ing place to be buried in Orange County. 
Should I have the honor to be elected to 
the Irvine City Council, I will see that we 
deliver on our promise to them.

Carrie O’Malley
Safety and Law Enforcement: I will 

work hard to build good relationships 
between local organizations and the 
police department. To do this, it is vital 
that there is a forum for open commu-
nication and dialogue. I will initiate 
forums where these local organizations 
can meet with the police in an informal 
setting to discuss issues and continue 
to dialogue regarding any issues they 
may want addressed. 

I believe the key to working together 
is to always have open lines of commu-
nication. I will foster these open com-
munications between law enforcement 
and local organizations by scheduling 
sit-down meetings and forums to discuss 
any issues that the local organizations 
would like to discuss. I have strength in 
bringing people together. During my 
campaign, I have done a variety of pub-
lic service zoom calls, online gatherings, 
and other virtual meetings and events. 

Through my years working profession-
ally in public policy at the local level, I 
have developed good working relation-
ships with law enforcement and our 
public safety leaders. I have communi-
cated well with our public safety leaders 
through the years. I also have very good 
relationships with many organizations. 
Through open communication, dialogue 
and meetings, we can all work together 
to promote unity and harmony in our city.

Housing: We are blessed in Irvine 
to have many options in the housing 
market. There are all types of housing 
and apartment options that currently 
exist throughout our city. It is important 
that Irvine offers this variety in types 
of housing so that there are options 
for residents to choose from. I strongly 
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Transforming Southern 
California’s Economic Future.  
Infrastructure is Essential.

This exciting new construction
themed podcast will cover all 
things infrastructure related 
in Southern California & beyond.

rebuildsocal.org/podcast

Invest in our infrastructure

Join our movement

LOOKING FOR A NEW PODCAST? 

/ rebuildsocal.org / The Rebuild SoCal Zone
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believe that we need to stay within 
our Master Plan of Irvine and that we 
should not over-develop. Affordability 
is also important. This is why Irvine 
has the Irvine Community Land Trust 
which designates a certain percentage 
of housing to affordable housing options 
throughout our city.

Veterans Cemetery: I am in favor 
of building a veterans cemetery in 
Irvine. It is important that we honor our 
veterans and their families. The Irvine 
voters have voted by a strong major-
ity (68 percent) and have shown their 
preference for the ARDA/the original 
site. As a councilmember I will represent 
the will of the voters – those who are 
electing me. I will work hard to make 
the veterans cemetery in Irvine a real-
ity. My long-time professional relation-
ships with state and local officials and 
my policy know-how will enable me to 
work with our state and local leaders 
and entities to build a veterans cem-
etery in Irvine. I believe there will be 
some state funding; however, even if 
there was not immediate state funding, 
there are other funding mechanisms 
through grants sought, working with 
non-profit entities, and through working 
with the federal government in order to 
bring the veterans cemetery to fruition.

Mike Carroll
Safety and Law Enforcement: Irvine 

is the safest city in America of its size, 
for the 15th year in a row. Ensuring we 
remain the safest city in America is a 
top priority.

I am the only candidate running for 
City Council that is endorsed by the 
Irvine Police Association. I am proud 
to have their endorsement. I am also 
endorsed by our firefighters.

The men and women of our Police 
Department are the reason we enjoy a 
safe community where we can thrive. 
They work to protect us 24/7. They are a 
caring organization, devoted to Irvine, 
and I fully support them. If elected, I’ll 
continue to work closely with our police 
chief and provide support whenever 
and wherever needed.

Cutting our public safety budget would 
undermine the investments our commu-
nity has made, for many years, in making 
this city a safe place in which to live, work 
and play. That doesn’t mean we ignore 
transparency, mental health, homeless-
ness and other concerns. For me, it means 
this: Let’s not undo something that’s work-
ing very well for this great city.

Housing: Homeownership affordabil-
ity is one of the most critical concerns 
facing the residents of Irvine. For this city 
to remain vibrant and strong, young 
families need to be able to afford a home 
and raise their family and work here. 
The promise of Irvine depends on this 
city’s ability to attract and retain families 
to the community. If Irvine becomes a 
place too expensive to live in, before long 
people young and old will have to leave. 
Our record on encouraging builders to 
provide housing that working families 
can afford has been good, but we can 
and should do a lot more.

Veterans Cemetery: I fully support the 
establishment of a veterans cemetery on 
the grounds of the former El Toro Marine 
Corps Air Station. There is no better place 
to honor the men and women who have 
served our country, than right here, in 
Irvine, on the former base. The people of 
the city of Irvine are contributing, by far, 
the largest and most valuable part of the 
puzzle: over $100 million worth of raw 
land. We are giving it to the state of Cali-
fornia, for free, to construct the veterans 
cemetery. The state of California takes in 
over $100 billion in tax revenue a year. 
They have already earmarked funds for 
cemetery construction, and they must do 
their part.

John Park
Safety and Law Enforcement: I will 

NEVER defund the police. The Irvine 
police have earned our respect by their 
continuous level of excellence. They are 
great partners to the communities and 
residents. We should all work hard to 
keep it that way.

Housing: As you allude to in your ques-
tion, it is a matter of supply and demand. 
Our average rent in the city is just under 
$2,000 a month. Considering what you 
get with that amount in Irvine, it is still 
a much better value than cities like Los 
Angeles. However, we do need to think 
about students, young professionals and 
seniors. I am for innovation in this area. 
As an example, we should explore micro 
apartments. These are apartments that 
are under 400 square feet. Another area 
we can innovate is possibly infill/rede-
velopment opportunities in some older 
parts of the city to bring in more housing 
without creating additional burden on 
traffic especially in residential areas. 
Irvine needs to welcome all people at 
all stages of life. I will work towards that 
goal.

Veterans Cemetery: I fully support a 
veterans cemetery in Irvine but it is now 
in CalVet’s hands to determine which 
location – ARDA or the Golf Course Site. 
I do not support a veterans cemetery 
without state funding. Post-Covid, we 
cannot take on a project of such magni-
tude without State funding.

Mark Newgent
Safety and Law Enforcement: NEVER 

DEFUND POLICE!!! I SUPPORT OUR 
POLICE!!!

Groups that want to defund the police 
are radicals and do not represent our 
population at large. The overwhelming 
majority of people understand defund-
ing the police, especially in Irvine, is 
wrong and ludicrous. 

We shall maintain our current police 
force and improve as needed based on 
feedback from the residents of Irvine 
and the Irvine Police Department. The 
Irvine Police Department is regarded 
as one of the best in the country and I 
trust them to keep me and my family 
safe. I think Irvine police should look at 
exporting their best practices to other 
departments across the country to 
teach them how to be like Irvine. 

I am a retired Military Police Captain 
with years of real-world law enforce-
ment experience. I have seen the good, 
the bad and the ugly. In my professional 
opinion as a law enforcement expert I 
think Irvine police are doing far better 
than many departments across the 
country. I am continually impressed 
with the professionalism of our officers 
and their outstanding results in keeping 
us the safest city in America. 

Housing: If we grow anymore, it needs 
to be very controlled so that the infra-
structure and schools do not get more 
overwhelmed. In the past, Irvine grew 
too fast, causing traffic issues and school 
overcrowding. 

My own son was displaced for three 
years to a school across town due to 
school overcrowding. After three years of 
waiting to get into the school across the 
street from our house we just ended up 
moving near the overflow school. During 
this time, we contributed to the traffic 
problem having to drive four miles one 
way to school for daily drop off/pick-
ups for our kids. This also has a negative 
effect on the children themselves. It’s 
not fair to kids for them not to be able to 
attend school literally across the street 
from their own homes because of bad 
planning by corrupt politicians. 

As of now, the community wants to 

slow growth. I have been told many 
times by countless residents to stop the 
out-of-control growth in the city. I agree 
we need to fix our traffic and school 
overcrowding first. 

Veterans Cemetery: As a veteran with 
over 20 years of service in the U.S. Army, 
many of my fellow veterans’ names are 
on our North Park Memorial Wall that 
did not make it back. I will work harder 
than you can imagine to get the cem-
etery done as fast as possible, whatever 
the location that the state decides on. 

Certain political candidates in Irvine 
blatantly lie and say they can get the 
cemetery done at a location they decide, 
etc., etc. The fact is that as of now, the 
state is the decision maker on this issue. 

As far as the funding questions, I would 
have to see the state’s final assessment 
and proposal before commenting. 

Tammy Kim
Safety and Law Enforcement: Having 

leaders who respect our police depart-
ment and the difficult work they are 
called to do, but who also understand 
and have the ability to work with the 
many local constituencies who want us 
to admit and address our weaknesses 
and strategically deploy resources to ad-
dress issues like mental health, homeless-
ness, domestic violence, substance abuse 
and other social service needs. Currently 
40 percent of our residents are foreign 
born and 50 percent speak a language 
other than English. Public safety is built 
on trust – trust between the community 
and its police. I want to make sure that 
we continue to build upon this trust by 
ensuring that they have strong relation-
ships with our diverse residents. This 
means making sure they are hiring more 
police officers who can speak languages 
other than English and have cultural 
competency to work with our diverse 
global community. 

I would hope that the Irvine Police 
Department, which has been a model in 
so many ways, would want to work with 
city leaders to explore how best we can 
meet these needs. Ignoring any challenge 
ensures it will become a bigger challenge. 
I’m an optimist. I always approach issues 
on the assumption that we are all work-
ing towards a common objective. 

Housing: Land use decisions should 
be by design, not default. My vision for 
Irvine is a city where planning is based 
on the most innovative and sustain-
able models for community design and 
where we produce housing for all in-
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come levels. More than half our residents 
are renters and many of the young peo-
ple who grew up in Irvine cannot afford 
to return. We need to create housing 
opportunities for every income level. We 
also need to create workforce housing 
programs for mid-salary professionals 
such as teachers, nurses, police officers, 
firefighters and social workers, who add 
to our community, but are priced out of 
the existing housing market. We are a 
big city. We are a business hub. We need 
a vision that developers help us realize, 
not a strategy that allows developers 
to create impacts and leaves the city 
responsible for addressing them. 

Veterans Cemetery: Our veterans are 
an integral part of the history of El Toro 
– and their sacrifices should be honored. 
As a Korean American, I feel a personal 
connection to this project and am grate-
ful for the support American service-
members provided during the Korean 
War. The City Council has already 
adopted keeping the cemetery at ARDA 
into an ordinance.

Hai Liang
Safety and Law Enforcement: Irvine is 

a very safe community and our law en-
forcement has done a tremendous job of 
helping to keep our community safe. I un-
derstand the current social climate and 
can appreciate how our law enforcement 
has performed and maintained their pro-
fessionalism. As a retired soldier, I believe 
in having local authority to enforce laws 
which contribute to local stability. 

I must support the police budget and 
ensure our law enforcement profession-
als have all the training and tools nec-
essary to accomplish their tasks safely. 
I will listen to local organizations and 
help local law enforcement improve 
trust and cooperation. The focus is our 
community and serving our commu-
nity as a team. Therefore, it is important 
for more public engagement between 
the police and the community in order 
to build more trust. So, I would propose 
multiple events where the police could 
directly interact with the public with 
the main purpose being educating the 
public about police protocol and how 
the public should respond in order to 
avoid tension and conflict. At the same 
time, I would engage the “defund the 
police” community to learn their con-
cerns and make sure police training is 
updated to reflect those concerns. 

Housing: I envision an Irvine where 
anyone that wants to live here can. I 

don’t support artificially manipulating 
home prices, but I do support building 
more low income housing. But more 
importantly, I would support out-of-the-
box options that loosen zoning require-
ments that would even allow dormito-
ry-like living opportunities for people 
who are willing to pay less for less space 
as long, of course, that we consider the 
need for adequate parking.

Veterans Cemetery: My position is 
that I support our veterans and those 
that paid the ultimate sacrifice and de-
serving of our honor and respect. With 
or without state funding, this veterans 
cemetery is a worthwhile endeavor and 
must be built without delay. As an Army 
soldier, I have personally witnessed oth-
ers sacrifice their lives for our country. 
But I would seek to secure funding for 
the cemetery, so it doesn’t add any extra 
burden to our local citizens, especially 
during this Covid climate.

Abigail Pole
Safety and Law Enforcement:  “De-

fund the Police” is such a hot button 
rallying cry, more than that: it’s unnec-
essarily divisive. We live in a city with 
amazing police officers who serve us, 
but it might be time to re-imagine their 
role. It doesn’t make sense to ask officers 
to be a social worker for the homeless 
people who show up in our community, 
a mentor for the kids who are simply 
running a muck, and a teacher for the 
people who don’t know any better, 
and asking them to be a caseworker 
for those with mental health issues. We 
need to prevent problems that create 
crime before they become problems in 
our city. That is why I’m committed to 
re-imagining our public safety budget. 
In addition, in the interest of transparen-
cy and accountability, I support the no-
tion of requiring the police department 
to hold open meetings with the com-
munity. And a system that immediately 
removes an officer for wrongdoing.

Housing: I want to reimagine the 
zoning laws in Irvine. That way we are 
able to create more housing. That being 
said, as we continue to build we must 
do so in sustainable ways including 
using solar energy and protection of the 
environment. 

Veterans Cemetery: California has the 
second largest population of veterans. 
Our honored citizens deserve a place 
to rest in respect. I will not let it be taken 
from them, especially after the citizens 

of the city have voiced their support. 

Dylan Green
Safety and Law Enforcement: In 

short, I believe that the IPD is operating 
at at least a serviceable level at the mo-
ment. For example, the police chief at a 
recent City Council meeting indicated, I 
believe, that there were only two officer-
involved shootings in the past year. Two 
in a city of 300,000 is well, well, well 
below what many cities in the U.S. are 
experiencing. I’d like that number to be 
zero, if possible. What I would like to see 
is some oversight to ensure that police 
spending is going to the right places. 
Once we’ve done some oversight I see 
two courses of action: 

1)  IPD money is being spent effectively 
to cover the city. In this case I would be 
in favor of increasing the funds to IPD 
but only for the purpose of increasing 
police training, including racial sensitiv-
ity training. IPD officers already (unless I 
am mistaken) have to have a bachelor’s 
degree to become an officer, which is a 
good step.

2)  If the funding is not being spent ef-
fectively, we decrease funding and real-
locate it elsewhere, to programs to aid 
and assist the police department such 
that they can work efficiently. Things 
like social workers, mental health 
programs, and so on. I should note that 
case number 1 does not eliminate my 
proposal to fund these programs, it just 
would indicate that the funding for 
those programs would be in addition to 
rather than a replacement of. 

This is my opinion on how to balance 
the efficacy of the police force with the 
calls to defund. Make sure the money is 
being spent well. If it isn’t, we reallocate it 
to improve the efficacy of the police force. 
If it is, then we fund additional improve-
ment programs, so that in the future we 
may rely less on the police department. 
Irvine has an effective police force with 
well earned trust in the community. 
We just need to make sure that they’re 
spending their money as effectively as 
possible. And there’s always room for 
improvement. I would be fully in favor 
of funding social workers and mental 
health services not only for the purpose 
of reducing incidents of this type, but also 
so that they may ride along with officers 
when responding to call outs that would 
require these services. This is how we can 
even further improve our police force.

Housing: Affordability of housing is 
one of my main goals when it comes to 
houses. If I were to be elected to the City 

Council, one of my first and foremost 
goals would be increasing access to 
affordable housing. Part of this includes 
stemming development projects that take 
prime and quality land that could be 
used for affordable, low-income housing 
developments. I think the Irvine Master 
Plan absolutely has space for building 
these kinds of housing developments, and 
providing for our community at large. 

Affordable housing actually ties in 
to my plans for the business climate of 
Irvine. We currently have half a dozen 
office buildings that currently lie empty 
and unrented, and businesses are con-
stantly moving out of inner-city areas 
like UTC and the woodbridge center 
because the Irvine Company keeps rais-
ing rent, and now there are empty units! 
We need to start focusing on getting 
businesses to move in rather than out, to 
bring more economy and money into the 
city. This starts at the lowest level. If we 
want people to work at these buildings, 
in these shops, or for these companies, 
we need to make sure that they have 
access to affordable housing within 
Irvine. This benefits us two fold. Firstly, as 
the workforce will be here for companies 
that move into Irvine, companies will be 
more enticed to move here, and secondly, 
people that live in Irvine are much more 
likely to spend their hard-earned money 
back in the local economy, which helps 
the city in uncountable ways. Affordable 
housing is absolutely a must. 

Veterans Cemetery: I am 100 percent 
for a veterans cemetery, and my prima-
ry goal for a VC would be building it at 
the ARDA site that has been approved 
multiple times at the city level. As far 
as I am aware, the state has pledged 
to manage and take over the site once 
it’s built, with the understanding that if 
they do not fund the demolition them-
selves, they will reimburse the city for 
the demolition and construction of the 
site. With that understanding, I would 
move forward with construction as soon 
as possible. 

Our veterans deserve full honor and 
respect with a place to be laid to rest here 
in Irvine. The VC is one of the subjects that 
really pushed me to run, first two years 
ago when I first started to seriously con-
sider running, and then again this year 
when I realized that I’ve just sat by and 
continued to watch the VC get stymied at 
the council level for years without doing 
anything. So I figured it was time to take 
matters into my own hands. Again, this 
plays into my hold on new development, 
as the VC has been approved half a 
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dozen times at least, and yet we continue 
to give companies like FivePoint alternate 
contracts that they then focus on instead 
of building the VC like we should have 
done 5 years ago. 

Larry Agran
Safety and Law Enforcement: When 

I was previously mayor of Irvine (2000-
2004), we made major improvements 
to the Irvine Police Department: All 
officers are now college-educated; we 
dramatically increased the number of 
women officers; we made sure that our 
police force reflected the racial, ethnic 
and cultural diversity of our city; and 
we reinforced policies that emphasize 
community policing, respect for First 
Amendment freedoms, and de-escala-
tion of potentially violent confrontations.

We should continue to earmark funds 
within our public safety budget for 
expanded social service programs, 
including treatment for mental health 
problems, as well as drug and alcohol 
addiction. In 2012, I wrote and person-
ally gathered thousands of signatures 
in support of a city-wide initiative that 
continues to provide city funds to pay 
for resource officers in IUSD high schools. 
The program has been remarkably suc-
cessful in helping to keep high school 
students on a positive path through 
counseling and public safety education. 
In fact, the program has been so suc-
cessful that it has been extended to mid-
dle schools, and I continue to support the 
school resource officers program.

Housing: I have always been a strong 
advocate for a variety of affordable 
housing programs in Irvine, including 
the establishment of the Irvine Land 
Trust to ensure the availability of ample 
tracts of land on which affordable hous-
ing will be built.  

No changes in the Irvine Master Plan 
are needed; instead, we need council-
members who are determined to add 
to the 5,000+ affordable housing units 
(mostly apartments) in the city.  Histori-
cally, Irvine has done more than its re-
gional “fair share” to provide affordable 
housing, but we need to do even more.

Veterans Cemetery: In my final year 
on the council, I drafted and secured 
unanimous council approval for a plan 
to establish a beautiful state-built and 
state-operated Veterans Memorial Park 
& Cemetery on the former El Toro Ma-
rine Corps Air Station (MCAS).  

Since 2014, Irvine voters have repeat-
edly expressed their strong support for 

that plan.
Ignoring the will of the voters, the cur-

rent council majority has spent years 
scheming with developers to delay, de-
rail and defeat our veterans cemetery. 
They want the site for massive develop-
ment projects that will add thousands of 
additional cars to our already over-
crowded Irvine streets every day.

Our long-promised Veterans Memo-
rial Park & Cemetery was scheduled to 
become operational last Veterans Day 
(November 2019).

I’ve prepared a plan – written in the 
form of an official Irvine City Coun-
cil Resolution – to address how we 
immediately move forward with our 
Veterans Memorial Park & Cemetery 
on the ARDA site at the Great Park. (The 
full text of the plan is available on my 
website, LarryAgran.com, under the 
“Priorities” heading.)  

If I am elected, I will be working on 
behalf of the citizens of Irvine, not huge 
corporate developers. I will fight to 
make sure that the policies coming out 
of City Hall are focused on improving 
the lives of Irvine residents, not increas-
ing a developer’s bottom-line.

Laura Bratton
Safety and Law Enforcement: I 

believe now is the time to have open 
effective communication with Irvine 
PD. If we as residents of Irvine must be 
accountable for our actions so does 
Irvine PD. Our talks need to end with 
real change, and I think having a com-
mittee to ensure change is happening 
is vital.

Housing: I came to Irvine on the 
low-income program. I do not believe 
there is an issue in Irvine right now. 
Irvine already allocates 10 percent of 
apartments to low-income families. 
Over building apartment complexes, 
shopping centers and office buildings is 
the primary issue. I think we should slow 
down on the building so we can figure 
out how we can improve things in the 
near future.

Veterans Cemetery: Yes, I have no 
problem advocating for a veteran 
cemetery. Once I’m elected: Collectively 
we should brainstorm and come up 
with ways to fund the park if we do not 
have state funding that will not affect 
taxpayers. 

Christine Dillard and Anshul Garg 
did not submit responses to our candi-
date questionnaire. 
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In addition to selecting a candidate 
for president of the United States, 
state Assembly and state Senate, 
along with local elected offices, Cal-

ifornia voters will also decide the fate of 
a dozen ballot measures in this upcom-
ing election. By now, Californians have 
seen the political ads pop up, asking for 
the public’s “Yes” or “No” vote to support 
a specific proposition. 

Still, without balanced information on 
both sides, it may be difficult to gain a 
clear picture of what a vote in either 
direction will impact. 

With ballot measure topics ranging from 
reinstating the voting rights of convicted 
felons to repealing affirmative action 
laws from 1996, there is plenty for voters to 
understand prior to casting their votes. 

Now, with less than two weeks until 
Election Day, this Proposition Guide 
offers an explanation on each of Cali-
fornia’s 2020 ballot measures, in order 
to help voters better understand what 

those “Yes” or “No” votes will actually 
mean in the real world. 

Proposition 14: Stem Cell Research 
Institute Bond Initiative (2020)

Prop. 14 would distribute $5.5 billion to 
the California Institute for Regenerative 
Medicine (CIRM), California’s primary 
stem cell research agency. Of the $5.5 
billion CIRM would borrow from tax-
payers, $1.5 billion would be allocated 
for research for Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s 
Disease and stroke, along with other 
degenerative diseases. 

The CIRM was established in 2004, 
when California voters passed Prop. 71, 
in response to a federal funding ban on 
research using embryonic cells — a criti-
cal component of stem cell research. In 
doing so, the state allocated $3 billion, 
along with the constitutional right to 
conduct stem cell research in California. 

However, the CIRM is now running low 

on funding — with approximately $132 
million at hand — and has paused all 
projects and research, as of July 2019.

If passed, the funds will be paid 
through California’s General Obligation 
Bonds — non-collateral bonds issued 
by a creditor to municipalities based 
on creditworthiness — with the belief 
that funds can be regenerated through 
taxation. The initiaitive’s fiscal impact is 
estimated to cost California taxpayers 
$260 million per-year for 30 years. 

Supporters of Prop. 14 say CIRM 
research has led to medical break-
throughs, along with thousands of jobs 
in the biotech industry.  

Those who oppose the proposition 
say that while research is useful, it has 
yet to produce ground-breaking cures 
for degenerative diseases. And now 
that federal funding for embryonic 
research is no longer banned, Califor-
nia should look into federal funding 
options.  

Yes: Allocates $5.5 billion through gen-
eral obligation bonds for the California 
Institute of Regenerative Medicine. 

No: Opposes allocating $5.5 billion 
through general obligation bonds for 
the California Institute of Regenerative 
Medicine. 
Proposition 15: Tax on Commercial 
and Industrial Properties for Educa-
tion and Local Government Funding 
Initiative

Prop. 15 looks to raise property taxes 
on commercial properties in order to 
create more funding for schools and 
local government. Currently, com-
mercial and industrial properties in 
California pay property taxes based on 
the purchase price. Each year after that, 
the property’s taxable value is adjusted 
for inflation by up to 2 percent. However, 
Prop. 15 would amend the California 
Constitution and require commercial 
and industrial properties to be taxed on 
their current market value. 

This is an attempt to institute a “Split 
Roll Tax,” defined by the process in 
which the state assesses taxes on 
commercial and industrial properties 
at market value, while the taxes on 
residential property taxes are assessed 
by purchase price. 

The state would make exemptions 
for farm land and for small businesses 
with less than $3 million in holdings in 
California. If passed, Prop. 15 would also 
define small business by independently 
owned companies on state property, 
with 50 employees or less. 

Supporters include current Vice Presi-
dential Candidate Joe Biden, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom, and the 
California Teachers Association. A “Yes” 
vote would increase property taxes on 
commercial businesses, a move that 
could potentially generate between $6.5 
billion to $11 billion in new tax revenue 
annually. 

The Prop. 15 opposition, which includes 
the California Chamber of Commerce 
and the California Association of Retail-
ers, feel the economy must strengthen 
prior to adding massive taxes on com-
mercial properties amid the financial 
hardships and uncertainty of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Yes: Supports a Constitutional amend-
ment to require commercial and indus-
trial properties — with an exception for 
properties that are commercially-zoned 
for agriculture — to be taxed based on 
market value, rather than purchase price. 

No: Opposes the constitutional amend-
ment. Commercial and industrial prop-

A GUIDE TO THE 2020 CALIFORNIA 
BALLOT MEASURES

BY EVAN J. LANCASTER AND ISAI ROCHA
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erties would continue to be taxed based 
on purchase price. 

Proposition 16: Repeal Proposition 209 
Affirmative Action Amendment

Affirmative Action was known as a set 
of social policies and resources aimed at 
helping advance the employment and 
opportunities of minority groups. 

In 1996 California voters passed Prop. 
209, which stated that California “shall 
not discriminate against, or grant 
preferential treatment to, any individual 
individual or group on the basis of race, 
sex, color, ethnicity, or national origin 
in the operation of public employment, 
public education, or public contracting,” 
which essentially eradicated Affirma-
tive Action practices. 

Considering the heightened climate 
due to social injustice across the nation, 
Prop. 16 has received more than $16 
million in support from organizations 
like the California Teachers Associa-
tion, and Kaiser Foundation Health Plan 
and Hospitals, as supporters want to see 
Affirmative Action policies reintegrated 
into the workforce and public educa-
tion. 

The Prop. 16 opposition looks to keep 
the policies the same, and claims that 
the meaning of true equality is based 
on the non-preferential treatment of all 
individuals.  

Yes: Repeals Prop. 209 (1996), which 
states that, “the government and public 
institutions cannot discriminate against 
or grant preferential treatment to 
persons on the basis of race, sex, color, 
ethnicity, or national origin in public 
employment, public education, and 
public contracting.” Repaling Prop. 209 
would allow government and public 
entities to use affirmative action to grant 
preferential treatment based on race, 
sex, and ethnicity when it comes to pub-
lic education, employment and public 
contracting. 

No: Keeps Prop. 209, prohibiting the 
state from granting any individuals 
preferential treatment based on race, 
sex or ethnicity. 

Proposition 17: Voting Rights Restora-
tion for Persons on Parole Amendment 

By state law, those who are convicted 
of a felony in the state of California 
need to complete prison and parole 
sentences, prior to regaining the right 
to vote. Prop. 17 would change the rules 
by allowing people on parole to vote — 
and run for office, as long as the crime 

committed did not result in a perjury or 
bribery conviction. 

Supporters say Prop.17 will lead to more 
civic engagement from convicted fel-
ons, which could have a positive result 
on rehabilitation. 

However, the opposition for Prop. 17 
emphasises that voting is a right that’s 
earned and the right will still be avail-
able to individuals once rehabilitated. 

Prop. 17 has received nearly $1 million 
in funding from supporters. There are no 
major donors in opposition of Prop. 17. 

Yes: Supports a constitutional amend-
ment to allow individuals convicted of 
a felony or who are  on parole the right 
to vote.

No: People on state parole would con-
tinue to be unable to vote in California. 

  
Proposition 18: Primary Voting for 
17-Year-Olds

A “Yes” vote on Prop. 18 would allow 
17-year-olds, who will turn 18 by the 
following general election to vote in 
primaries and special elections. 

Currently, more than a dozen states 
and Washington D.C. allow 17-year-olds 
to vote in the primary election, as long 
as they will be 18 by the next general 
election. 

California voters will now have the 
opportunity to lower the voting age in 
their state. However, there are mixed 
emotions behind lowering the voting 
age. Supporters argue that individuals 
are already paying taxes prior to the 
age of 18, so giving them a right to vote 
should be an incentive for those in the 
workforce and already contributing to 
society.  

Those that oppose say that 17 years 
old is too young to be tasked with 
civic responsibility. Additionally, many 
teens are impressionable and lack the 
resources needed to make informed 
decisions about the real world — without 
parental supervision. 

Yes: Allows 17-year-olds, who will turn 
18 by the following general election, to 
vote in primaries and special elections.

No: No one younger than 18 years of 
age may vote in any election. 

Proposition 19: Property Tax Transfers, 
Exemptions, and Revenue for Wildfire 
Agencies and Counties Amendment

For homeowners over the age of 55, 
homeowners suffering from severe dis-
abilities, and victims of natural disas-
ters, a “Yes” vote on Prop. 19 would make 
them eligible for a tax assessment trans-

fer, in the event they buy a new home. 
Considering the unforgiving nature of 

California Wildfires and the potential 
for other natural disasters like land-
slides and earthquakes, this proposition 
would allow homeowners to seek new 
property anywhere in the state, even to 
a more expensive home. 

Prop. 19 would also limit the tax ben-
efits for certain transfers of property 
between family members, including 
inherited property.  

There is major support for Prop. 19 from 
the real estate industry, including the 
California Association of Realtors, the 
California Association of Realtors Issues 
Mobilization PAC and the National As-
sociation of Realtors. 

In terms of funding, Prop. 19 have 
received more than $37 million from 
supporters. On the opposition side, do-
nors are scarce, as less than $25,000 has 
been raised for a “No” vote on Prop. 19. 

Yes: Allows all homeowners 55 and 
older, along with the severely disabled 
or those affected by natural disaster, to 
buy a newer home anywhere in Califor-
nia with an incentive for lower property 
taxes, even on a more expensive home. 
Only inherited properties used as pri-
mary homes or farms would be eligible 
for property tax savings.

No: Some homeowners who are over 
55 (or who meet other qualifications) 
would continue to be eligible for prop-
erty tax savings when they move. All 
inherited properties would continue to 
be eligible for property tax savings.

Proposition 20: Restricts Parole for 
Non-Violent Offenders. Authorizes 
Felony Sentences for Certain Offenses 
Currently Treated Only as Misde-
meanors.

Over the last decade, there have been 
two props (47 and 57) and one bill (AB 
109) that passed with the intention to 
reduce California’s inmate population. 
The initiatives took several non-violent, 
non-serious and non-sexual crimes, and 
made them misdemeanors. 

Prop. 20 seeks to repeal the classifica-
tions in those initiatives, and return the 
option to charge some of those crimes, 
such as car theft and shoplifting, as 
felonies. It would also restrict early pa-
role for those inmates. Additionally, the 
proposition would lead to DNA collect-
ing for certain misdemeanor property 
crimes.

The increase in jail population would 
have an estimated fiscal impact in the 
tens of millions of dollars a year, both at 

the state and local levels. There would 
also be an increase in court-related 
costs in the millions, annually, as well 
as millions in costs for collecting DNA 
samples.

The measure is supported by Assem-
blyman Jim Cooper and several law 
enforcement agencies in California and 
is openly opposed by former Gov. Jerry 
Brown, as well as organizations such as 
the ACLU and Black Lives Matter Los 
Angeles. 

Yes: Categorizes additional crimes as 
felonies and restricts early parole, simi-
lar to pre-2011.

No: Keeps the current system as is.

Proposition 21: Expands Local Govern-
ments’ Authority to Enact Rent Control 
on Residential Property.

Prop. 21 seeks to decrease the landlord’s 
power over rent and allow local govern-
ments to enact rent control. The initia-
tive would replace the Costa-Hawkins 
Rental Housing Act of 1995, which 
exempted certain residential units from 
rent control ordinances, giving landlords 
the power to set the rental rates. 

A similar rent control proposition (Prop. 
10) was rejected in 2018, that would 
have given full rent control to local 
governments. Prop. 20 would only enact 
rent control on properties over 15 years 
old and exempts people who own more 
than two homes.

Passing the proposition could lead to a 
reduction in state and local revenue by 
tens of millions of dollars per year over 
time.

The campaign is sponsored by the 
AIDS Healthcare Foundation and 
supported by the Democratic Party, al-
though Gov. Gavin Newsom is opposed 
to the proposition, as is the Republican 
Party.

Yes: Allows local government to enact 
rent control for properties over 15 years old.

No: Landlords keep their current abili-
ties to name rental rates.

Proposition 22: Exempts App-Based 
Transportation and Delivery Compa-
nies from Providing Employee Benefits 
to Certain Drivers.

Prop. 22 seeks to keep application-
based drivers classified as “independent 
contractors” instead of “employees.” 

In 2019, California passed Assembly Bill 
5, which created three factors in decid-
ing whether third party drivers should 
be classified as independent contractors 
or not. The bill led companies such as 
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ELECTION

• A Safe, Protected, and  Vibrant community
• A Strong and Resilient local economy
• The Best Educational System in America
• A Sustainable environment supported by her 

Non Toxic pesticide program initiated in 2016
• A vibrant Childcare program for working 

families
• Protection of our Senior’s Care
• Expanded Affordable Housing opportunities 

for struggling families, students, veterans and 
our disabled

• Support for our Youth sports activities, soc-
cer, baseball, softball, volleyball, and cricket 
organizations

• A Veterans Cemetery to honor those that 
defended and died for our Country
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Protection of our Senior’s Care

Expanded Affordable Housing
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Support for our Youth sports
activities, soccer, baseball, softball,
volleyball, and cricket organizations

A Veterans Cemetery to honor
those that defended and died for
our Country
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Uber and Lyft to a legal battle where 
they were deemed to be misclassifying 
employees. The 2019 bill would require 
the app companies to treat its drivers 
as employees, measuring their hours, 
providing health benefits and providing 
occupational insurance. 

The proposition is being funded by 
Lyft, Uber and DoorDash, each put-
ting $30 million into the initiative. The 
Democratic Party opposes it, including 
Senator Kamala Harris and presidential 
candidate Joe Biden. 

Yes: Would keep the status quo for app 
delivery drivers, where they get paid as 
independent contractors and manage 
their own work rate.

No: Would make the app companies 
comply with AB 5 and classify their 
drivers as employees.

Proposition 23: Establishes State Re-
quirements for Kidney Dialysis Clinics. 
Requires On-Site Medical Professional.

Prop. 23 would require at least one 
licensed physician on-site during 
treatment at outpatient kidney dialysis 
clinics. It would also require clinics to 
report dialysis-related infection data to 
state and federal governments, prohibit 
clinics from closing or reducing services 
without state approval and would 
prohibit clinics from refusing to treat 
patients based on the source of pay-
ment for care.

The measure is supported by the 
Democratic Party and opposed by the 
Republican Party, as well as the two 
leading dialysis companies, DaVita Inc. 
and Fresenius Medical Care. The dialy-
sis companies argue that the proposi-
tion would lead to the closure of centers 
and services, although in the language 
of the initiative, it is written that a center 
cannot close without state approval.

The fiscal impact on state and local 
governments is estimated to be tens of 
millions of dollars annually. 

Yes: Requires dialysis centers to have 
a licensed physician on site, report 
infection data and prohibits reduced 
services, or closure of clinics without 
state approval.

No: Opposes the above requirements 
on dialysis centers.

Proposition 24: Amends Consumer 
Privacy Laws.

Prop. 24 seeks to expand and/or 
amend the California Consumer Priva-
cy Act of 2018 and not allow businesses 
to correct violations before being fined. 

As with 2018’s CCPA, businesses would 
not be allowed to share a consumer’s 
personal information and must provide 
consumers with an opt-out option for 
having their sensitive personal informa-
tion used or disclosed for advertising or 
marketing. 

The proposition is supported by former 
presidential candidate Andrew Yang, 
the California NAACP and the Consum-
er Watchdog organization. It is opposed 
by the Green, Libertarian and Republi-
can parties, as well as notable organi-
zations such as ACLU of California, the 
California Small Business Association, 
Black Lives Matter and the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce, believing that 
the proposition would still allow social 
media platforms and big tech compa-
nies to misuse personal information.

An estimated increase in state costs 
of at least $10 million annually are 
expected for the state to oversee and 
enforce consumer privacy laws.

Yes: Keeps businesses from sharing 
personal consumer data and allows 
businesses to be penalized for the violat-
ing privacy laws.

No: Allows businesses to amend pri-
vacy violations before being penalized 
and continue to share consumer demo-
graphic data.

Proposition 25: Referendum on Law 
that Replaced Money Bail with System 
Based on Public Safety and Flight Risk

Prop. 25 seeks to uphold Gov. Brown’s 
2018 Senate Bill 10, which was meant 
to eliminate cash bail in California 
before trial, with “risk assessment.” The 
risk assessment for SB 10 would require 
superior courts to determine if a suspect 
is a “low risk, medium risk or high risk” 
to fail to appear in court, or be a risk to 
the public. 

The proposition is supported by the 
California Democratic Party, and is 
opposed by both the Republican Party 
of California and the Orange County 
Board of Supervisors. It is also opposed 
by BLM-LA, saying, “If passed, it will 
end cash bail and subject defendants 
to racial profiling by replacing it with 
racist/classist ‘risk assessments’ algo-
rithms to imprison defendant before 
trial.”

Passing the proposition would have an 
annual state and local fiscal impact of 
hundreds of millions to release people 
before trial.

Yes: Approves AB 10’s bail elimination 
and creates a risk assessment process.

No: Rejects AB 10.
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ENTERTAINMENT
HAUNTED TV

BLUMHOUSE SCARES UP NEW 
NARRATIVES IN THE STREAMING 
SPACE.

BY LINA LECARO AND CHAD BYRNES 

“It’s not just about the monsters 
under the bed, but also the 
things that keep us up at night.” 
According to Blumhouse 

Television’s president, Jeremy Gold, 
these words have become a mantra 
for production, helping the company 
broaden and evolve as the proliferation 
of streaming TV services and main-
stream interest in dark genre entertain-
ment has grown. The company best 
known for creepy and clever cinematic 
takes on horror (Paranormal Activ-
ity, Get Out, etc.) has been spreading 
its wicked wings with a provocative 
vision that’s taken over our TV screens 
as of late, with major presence on Hulu, 
Showtime, Netflix, and just in time time 
for Halloween 2020, a slate of new films 
on Amazon. 

It’s an exciting, if somewhat ironic, 
moment for Blumhouse – contend-
ing with the public’s very real fears 
amid pandemic by providing escap-
ist distraction that often taps into the 
exact kind of dread and distress we’re 
all feeling right now. Melding the harsh 
realities of humanity with supernatural 
and/or sinister new narratives, Blum-
house has cornered the market on eerie 
entertainment from top-notch writers 
and directors. But do we actually want 
to feel fearful at home when a deadly 
virus looms everytime we venture out-
side? Apparently, yes. Horror and stories 
from the darkside happen to be hotter 
than ever, especially this month, as 
trick or treating, haunt experiences and 
seasonal soirees are cancelled across 
the country. But the company isn’t about 
to play it safe or churn out predictable 
paranormal clones now that it has the 
spotlight. 

“For the majority of our fans, Blum-
house is synonymous with horror, but 
in television we have been able to 
expand the company’s purview beyond 
genre and horror with provocative and 
acclaimed scripted and unscripted 
series,” shares CEO and founder Jason 
Blum, who’s become a household name 
thanks to his talent for recognizing 

films that thrill and chill audiences. “ A 
primary goal – with so many broadcast 
networks, cable networks and stream-
ers buying shows – was to expand our 
scope beyond genre and horror since 
there is a much larger appetite for 
television content and we knew a real 
opportunity existed.”

Though Blum and company refuse to 
be pigeon-holed, the brand’s menac-
ing material remains some of its most 
successful. Films such as Insidious, The 
Purge, Happy Death Day, Sinister, Truth 
or Dare, and Unfriended pretty much 
defined a new wave of contemporary 
horror, utilizing realism devices such 
as “found footage” formats popularized 
by the Activity movies and docu-style 
direction with touches of black comedy 
and inventive gore. The brand is also 
great at marketing (remember those 
commercials showing freaked audi-
ences walking out of the theater for their 
films?). Angelenos might even remem-
ber when the company opened an 
interactive haunt experience in Down-
town called “Blumhouse of Horrors” 
several years ago or more recently, its 
multi-movie themed maze at Universal 
Studios’ Halloween Horror Nights. 

Blum tells Irvine Weekly his personal 
interest in certain subject matter has 
led him to seek out more diverse fare, 
including non-horror, such as he did 
when he acquired book rights for titles 
such as The Loudest Voice, The Good 
Lord Bird and A Wilderness of Error. 
“The team really took the ball and ran 
with developing them into excellent 
television series,” he adds.

Regardless of genre, Blumhouse’s 
productions maintain a signature feel 
because they keep many directors in 
their ecosystem. Filmmakers like Sophia 
Takal and Gigi Saul Guerrero, who 
made movies for Hulu’s Into The Dark 
anthology series, have also crossed over 
to develop projects with the film com-
pany (Takal with the Black Christmas 
remake and Guerrero on Santa Muerte). 
Meanwhile, on-screen talent such as Ja-
mie Lee Curtis (who reprised her iconic 

scream queen role in Blumhouse’s new 
Halloween films) made a first look deal 
with Blum across film and television to 
develop and direct projects. 

“It’s great because they know the 
company, they know our sensibility 
and they have a really strong point of 
view to tell the stories they want to tell, 
and we love that,” Blum explains. “And 
of course, the company’s horror DNA 
comes out on television too. It’s a contin-
ued branding effort for the company 
[and] it’s what die hard horror enthusi-
asts love from us.”

Though Covid-19 has slowed down 
production pace for Blumhouse, Blum 
says development at the company 
hasn’t missed a beat. Gold concurs. “We 
were fortunate at the beginning that 
many of our fall releases had completed 
shooting so it was more about figuring 
out innovative solutions in the post-
process to finish and deliver the shows,” 
he says. “Later we were able to restart 
a couple of unscripted projects where 
crews are small or we could figure out 
how to film remotely. Most recently, we 
restarted filming in Los Angeles and 
New Orleans on a couple of Blumhouse 
Television projects working within 
industry, city and our network and dis-
tribution partners’ guidelines. “ 

Gold points to the company’s Fall 
releases as exemplifying the breadth of 
what the television studio can do. “For 
Blumhouse it starts with the material,” 
Gold adds. “It’s all about the storytell-
ers and what they have to say. We are 
always looking for the best material to 
work with, and then to partner with 
the most creative and talented writers, 
directors, filmmakers. We’re starting with 
the incredible brand the film studio built 
on horror and genre, and expanding the 
aperture to make shows and streaming 
movies that entertain a broad audience. “  

Check out our guide to Blumhouse’s 
best TV productions available to stream 
now:  

“Welcome to 
Blumhouse” (Amazon) 

The Lie  
How far would you go to protect your 

child? This is the question at the heart 
of Veena Sud’s thriller, The Lie. When 
Kayla (Joey King) confesses to her par-
ents Jay (Peter Sarsgaard) and Rebecca 
(Mireille Enos) that she pushed her best 
friend off a bridge to her death, they’re 
forced into morally corrupted territory 
few suburban parents have navigated. 
The titular “lie” not only refers to the 
heart of the mystery, but the refusal to 

see evil within our own homes and fam-
ilies. As Jay and Rebecca start to cover 
up their daughter’s crime to the local 
police and even her deceased friend’s 
father, they begin to disintegrate. And 
like the best horror and suspense films, 
The Lie’s narrative is driven by the char-
acters’ needs and desires, not just an 
extenuating circumstance. Ultimately, 
The Lie is a tight, cold meditation on 
how a web of deceit can create its own 
prison. (C.B.)

Evil Eye 

With its traditional use of allegory and 
metaphor, horror films can sometimes 
shine a light on social conditions and 
ailments better than most genres. This 
definitely is the case in Elan Dassani’s 
and Rajeev Dassani’s new film Evil Eye, 
which examines India’s tradition of 
misogyny. Initially, Usha Khatri (Sarita 
Choudhury) is over-joyed her daughter 
Pallavi (Sunita Mani) met a boyfriend 
in New Orleans, and he’s Indian to boot. 
However, Pallavi’s new beau Sandeep 
(a creepy Omar Maskati) reminds Usha 
of an abusive lover from her own youth 
in Delhi. Soon, Usha must do whatever 
is necessary to save her daughter from 
the ghost of her buried past. Both a 
family drama and supernatural thriller, 
Evil Eye delves into such subjects as 
tradition, the immigrant experience, 
hidden wounds and the importance of 
family. (C.B.)

Nocturne 
Perfection is a killer, just ask any clas-

sical musician. When piano prodi-
gies Juliet (Sydney Sweeney) and her 
more accomplished twin sister Violet 
(Madison Iseman) are accepted into 
the same elite music academy, Juliet’s 
sense of failure takes on supernatural 
proportions. After the academy’s best 

Tilda 
Cobham-

Hervey in I 
Am Woman

Sunita Mani 
as Pallavi and 

Omar Maskati as 
Sandeep
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ENTERTAINMENT
soloist plunges to her death in a mysteri-
ous suicide, Juliet discovers her music 
book, filled with medieval drawings 
and Satanic musings. Soon, Juliet enters 
a Faustian contract to overshadow her 
sister and become the academy’s next 
chosen one. Director Zue Quirke’s debut 
is an allegorical nightmare about pres-
sure, sibling rivalry and the insatiable 
need to achieve greatness.  (C.B.)

Black Box 

In his electrifying debut, director Em-
manuel Osei-Kuffour utilizes traits from 
classic science fiction and horror films to 
explore the baffling power of memory, or 
lack thereof.  Nolan Wright (Mamoudou 
Athie) is a single father struggling to live 
a normal life after losing his wife and a 
good part of his memory in a tragic car 
accident. Nolan is forced to use post-its to 
remind himself to perform basic tasks. As 
things begin to slip in his daily life, Nolan 
undergoes treatment from an experi-
mental scientist, Dr. Carter (Phylicia Ra-
shad), who uses a form of hypnotherapy 
called the black box which will help him 

reclaim lost bits of memory. However, 
once Nolan submerges into his subcon-
scious mind he encounters visions of a 
disturbing past he never knew existed. 
Sometimes suppressed memories are 
better left untouched. Black Box is a phil-
osophical and horrific ride that redefines 
the idea of battling your demons. (C.B.)

Into the Dark 
Anthology (Hulu) 

When it hits, Into the Dark represents 
some of the most inventive and twisted 
television you can find anywhere, 
and when it misses, it’s still pretty darn 
demented and fun. The horror anthol-
ogy produced for Hulu put Blumhouse 
on the subscription service map in some 
ways – even though it had a presence 
previously – thanks to its consistency 
and creativity. Premiering in October of 
2018 with “The Body” (a wild Halloween 
episode about a professional hitman 
who is forced to lug around the plastic-
wrapped carcass of his recent victim, 
pretending it’s a part of blood-splattered 
costume as he gets roped into hanging 
with a group of Halloween revelers) the 
series staked its claim on weird rompy 
TV from the start. Eleven more feature-
length episodes later, Into the Dark’s 
macabre yarns for every month of the 
year, provided themes and situations 

centered around holidays that tickled 
us with terror. When the second season 
kicked off in 2019, it also seemed to get 
more inventive with standouts includ-
ing “Pilgrim,” (for Thanksgiving) “A 
Nasty Piece of Work” (For Christmas), 
“Delivered” (for Mother’s Day) and “Good 
Boy” (for “Pet Appreciation Week”... OK). 
Whether subtly referenced or the cen-
tral theme of each film, Into the Dark’s 
cultural commentary and audacious 
style made for binge-worthy bites. (L.L.)

A Wilderness of Error  
(FX for Hulu)

Based on iconic documentarian Errol 
Morris’ 2012 book about the 1970 case 
against Jeffrey MacDonald (an Army 
physician convicted of brutally murder-
ing his family), FX’s A Wilderness of Error 
isn’t your typical true crime doc. Director 
Marc Smerling not only painstakingly 
deconstructs every facet of the case in 
hopes of showing that MacDonald never 
received a fair trial, but also immerses 
the audience in a stylized, noirish experi-
ence – a cinematic bravura created by 
Errol Morris himself with films like The 
Fog of War and The Thin Blue Line. 

On the night of February 12, 1970, police 
arrived at MacDonald’s house in Fort 
Bragg where they discovered a scene of 
indescribable horror. MacDonald’s preg-
nant wife was in the living room, dead 
from multiple stab wounds, while their 
two daughters met the same fate in their 
bedrooms. MacDonald was superficially 
wounded with a slight puncture to his 
abdomen. The word “Pig” was written in 
blood on the wall. MacDonald claimed a 
few hippies and a woman with a floppy 
hat broke in and chanted, “Acid is groovy, 
kill the pigs,” before attacking everyone 
in the house. It was a scene strangely 
similar to the Manson murders which 
occurred only a year prior. MacDonald’s 
story was suspect from the beginning, 
and investigators quickly set their sights 
on him as the main suspect. Although 
there were accounts of a woman with 
a floppy hat near the scene, including 
the woman herself, Helena Stoeckley, 
claiming she had something to do with 
the murders, MacDonald was convicted 
in 1979. To this day, he’s still behind bars, 
proclaiming his innocence. 

This enthralling five-part series is 
a multi-layered deconstruction of a 
narrative that seemed set in stone due 
to the 1982 Joe McGinnis book and TV 
movie, Fatal Vision, which painted 
MacDonald as a sociopathic, callous 
murderer, and led to what many think 
was a biased trial and conviction. 

Whether you believe MacDonald or not, 
A Wilderness of Error doesn’t necessar-
ily convince us of MacDonald’s inno-
cence, as much as reveal the power of 
reasonable doubt. (C.B.)

The Good Lord Bird 
(Showtime)

With fire in his eyes and a beard 
that would make ZZ Top blush, Ethan 
Hawke delivers an impassioned and 
raucous performance as John Brown, 
the famous fire and brimstone preacher 
and abolitionist who was determined 
to singlehandedly take down slavery 
in Blumhouse Television’s affecting The 
Good Lord Bird. Hawke’s John Brown is 
the performance of the decade, but he 
is surprisingly matched by newcomer 
Joshua Caleb Johnson. Johnson plays 
Henry, a young shoe shiner that ends 
up being swept up in Brown’s band of 
abolitionist rebels. Brown thinks Henry 
is a girl, referring to him as Onion, so 
Henry wears dresses and avoids bath-
ing to just remain in the fold. Based on 
the 2013 James McBride novel, the story 
is told through Onion/Henry’s eyes as 
we watch Brown and his troupe of 
harried soldiers run rampant through 
the South, laying waste to slave masters 
and plantation owners alike. Brown’s 
aim was to start a civil war, and by God, 
he kind of did. 

You’d think a story about John Brown 
would be as deadly serious as the head-
lines in the papers today, but The Good 
Lord Bird is as satirical as it is poignant. 
Through this seven-part episodic jour-
ney, we meet several historical figures 
such as Frederick Douglass (a hilarious 
Daveed Diggs) and Harriet Tubman 
(Zainab Jah). Brown is portrayed as a 
mad revolutionary, but also an extreme 
humanist. His zest for petting animals 
and quoting scripture is only matched 
by his bloodlust to kill slave owners and 
rattle the cage of humanity. Ultimately 
however, this is Henry’s story. With his 
wide innocent gaze and perpetually 
mystified expression, Henry witnesses 
the indignities of slavery, and soon 
understands his place in a world that’s 
gone completely mad. (C.B.) 

Mamoudou Athie as Nolan
Ethan Hawke as John Brown
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vapes, beverages, 
topicals & more.

2721 S GRAND AVE, SANTA ANA 
OPEN EVERYDAY 8AM-10PM
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FAST & EASY ONLINE ORDERING
DELIVERY & EXPRESS PICKUP
AT PEOPLESCALI.COM
© 2020 PEOPLE’S CALIFORNIA. C10-0000212-LIC. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN. FOR USE ONLY BY ADULTS 21 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER.SC

AN
 H

ER
E

CURIOUS ABOUT 
CANNABIS?
We got you! Visit OC’s #1 
dispensary for the best 
in fresh flower, edibles, 
vapes, beverages, 
topicals & more.

2721 S GRAND AVE, SANTA ANA 
OPEN EVERYDAY 8AM-10PM



MEET MIKE
 Raising family in Irvine and Supporting Irvine Public Schools

 Owns small business in Irvine
 Board Member, OC Rescue Mission 
   Medical Clinic
 Past President, Vista
   Verde School Foundation

ENDORSED BY TAXPAYERS, FIREFIGHTERS, POLICE, AND FRONT-LINE WORKERS

HELPING IRVINE GET THROUGH COVID-19

Established OC’s first City-sponsored COVID-19 
testing program

Meals and prescription deliveries for Irvine 
seniors

Monetary grants for Irvine small businesses

Financial relief for Irvine renters and 
homeowners

Protected funding for Irvine Public Schools 
Foundation

Online Town Halls to help hundreds of Irvine 
residents get the help they need

VICE MAYOR

Irvine City Employees 
Association Irvine Police Association Orange County Business 

Council’s Biz PAC
Orange County Taxpayers 

Association PAC
Orange County Professional 

Firefighters Association
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